LOVE IS TESTED

We live 1n an age that celebrates independence. “I can do it on my own,

Because faith in
isolation grows
cold, but
shared faith is
renewed,
sustained...
and moves
forward.

R 1 e 14

no one tells me what to do,” “my

faith is personal.” It sounds strong. It sounds free. But experience —and life itself —often proves otherwise:
when we walk alone for too long, sooner or later we grow weary. Not because conviction is lacking, but be-

cause support is.

17 This lesson begins with a simple yet
profound reality: God did not design
faith to be lived in isolation.

It is true that many people
today have felt disappointed.
They have seen inconsistency,
abuse, and human failure.

To deny that would be dishonest. But
reducing the church to its failures alone is
to miss its deeper purpose. God never
promised a perfect community; He prom-
ised His presence among imperfect
people. And that difference changes ev-
erything.

The church does not exist fo turn inward,
but to look outward.

[t is not an exclusive club, but a meeting place where hope
is shared. Within it, each person has a place and a mission.
Not everyone does the same thing, but everyone is needed.
When someone is missing, something is weakened; when
someone participates, something is strengthened.

Following Jesus is not an individual project; it is a
shared experience. That is why the Bible speaks of the
church not as a building or a cold institution, but as a
living family and a body in which every person matters.

The church is born from
the heart of God. It does
not arise as a human
strategy to organize
believers.

But as the space where faith is cared
for, corrected, strengthened. and put
into action. In community, we learn
something that cannot be learned
alone: to love real people, with virtues
and flaws, just as God loves us. That is
where faith is tested. and that is where

it matures.

For a modern mind, this is challenging:
belonging implies commitment.

It involves time, service, patience, and learning to
walk with others. But it also involves something
deeply human: not being alone. Having someone to
turn to when faith falters, when life presses in, when
starting over feels difficult. Community does not
remove problems, but it prevents us from facing them
in isolation.

This lesson invites a rethinking of the idea of church. Not as obligation, but as opportunity. Not as routine,
but as home. Not as a burden, but as part of God’s plan for us to grow and to bring hope to others. Starting

over does not always mean beginning from zero; sometimes it means learning to walk again —together.




